FIRST OVER EVEREST
versely, the Mahabharat range, almost indistinguishable in
comparison with the mountains we had come from. Soon
we were back over the familiar chequer-board of Bihar, and
descended gracefully to our landing-field.
"Now came the greatest anxiety of all. We had risked every-
thing to make the survey photographs a success, and any one
of a hundred mischances might have nullified our efforts. No
cameras had ever before been asked to operate in those torrid
heats and depths of cold, running unlubricated, and never free
from the impalpable all-pervading dust of the plains.
"I tore off my mask in the air, then gloves and helmet, .and
unfastened the innumerable wires of my electric harness before
the wheels touched the familiar green turf of Lalbalu. An
anxious hour followed as the skilled fingers of Aircraftman
Eraser worked in complete darkness.
"The excitement and anxiety were intense, while we waited
later on outside the dark-room to learn the results. Fortunately
for me the suspense was mitigated by having to go up on
another flight during the afternoon to take infra-red photo-
graphs, necessitating a climb to 21,000 feet without oxygen.
On landing I was overjoyed to find the spools had come out,
the quality of the photographs admirable, and that both
aeroplanes had secured an absolutely unbroken survey strip.
These must assuredly be unique, because never before have
such tremendous glacial mountains been photographed from
above.
"Hasty examination showed the overlaps to be complete,
and all exposures astonishingly free from distortion. This is
partly attributable to the skill and good flying of die pilots,
also to the remarkable calmness and freedom from bumps,
even when die wind velocity was, as it proved to be at times,
of the order of 120 miles. In fact in die second leg of our
course, it was necessary to change direction somewhat in order
to make any headway at all. Everything worked excellendy,
except that the trouble I had on the first flight with the accumu-
lator cut-out repeated itself, but this time there was a screw-
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